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Job Title: Skilled Groundsperson
Department: Grounds (Operations)
Location: Training Ground – Old Chigwellians Clubhouse (IG7 6BE) & Stadium – Brisbane Road (E10 5NF)
Reports to: Head Groundsperson

Role Purpose
· To play a key role in the delivery of high performance, safe, and visually outstanding playing surfaces across all club sites.
· Working as part of a progressive and ambitious Grounds team, you will contribute to the preparation, presentation, and continuous improvement of surfaces to meet the demands of professional football, while supporting the club’s commitment to community, sustainability, and operational excellence.

Key Duties & Responsibilities
· Pitch Preparation & Performance Standards
· Demonstrate an understanding of surface presentation in line with professional football expectations.
· Prepare and maintain all surfaces to a consistently high professional standard. 
· Deliver key operations including mowing (cylinder & rotary), marking, aeration, irrigation, and surface repairs. 
· Assist in pitch renovation works and seasonal programmes. 
· Maintain an understanding of how surface performance impacts player safety and football performance. 

Matchday & Training Delivery
· Prepare all pitches to consistently meet performance and presentation standards. 
· Ensure all sessions and fixtures are delivered on safe, consistent, and high quality surfaces. 
· Assist with pre and post usage recovery practices to maintain surface integrity throughout the season. 

Machinery, Equipment & Efficiency
· Operate and maintain a wide range of machinery including tractors and specialist turf equipment. 
· Carry out routine maintenance and pre-start checks. 
· Support the efficient use of resources, materials, and equipment across all sites.

Standards, Detail & Continuous Improvement
· Take pride in delivering high standards with strong attention to detail in all aspects of work. 
· Contribute ideas and feedback to improve working practices, efficiency, and surface quality. 
· Support the ongoing development of consistent standards across both training ground and stadium. 
· Take ownership of individual responsibilities within the wider team objectives.

Team Contribution & Culture
· Work collaboratively within the Grounds team to deliver objectives. 
· Provide guidance and support to part time and casual staff when required. 
· Promote a positive, hardworking, and accountable team culture aligned with the club’s values. 

Health, Safety & Compliance
· Adhere to all Health & Safety policies and safe systems of work. 
· Support the safe handling, storage, and application of pesticides and chemicals in line with legislation. 
· Maintain clean, safe, and secure working environments at all times. 

Safeguarding & Club Responsibilities
· Ensure appropriate behaviour and professionalism when working around players, staff, children, and vulnerable individuals. 
· Uphold and represent the values and standards of Leyton Orient Football Club at all times. 

General Responsibilities
· Maintain effective communication with colleagues and management. 
· Report any issues affecting pitch quality, safety, or operations. 
· Undertake additional duties as required to support the wider operation. 

Person Specification

Essential
· Minimum 2 years’ experience in sports turf / grounds maintenance. 
· NVQ Level 2 (or equivalent) in Sports Turf / Horticulture (e.g. GMA Level 2). 
· Practical experience using: 
· Cylinder and rotary mowers 
· Tractors and implements 
· Line marking equipment 
· Good understanding of basic Health & Safety principles. 
· Strong work ethic with a proactive and flexible approach. 
· Ability to work independently and as part of a team. 
· Good communication skills and willingness to learn. 
· Reliable, professional, and accountable. 
· IT competent (mobile devices, basic reporting systems). 
· Willingness to engage in continuous professional development. 
· Flexibility to work early mornings, evenings, weekends, and matchdays. 
· Full UK driving licence. 
Desirable
· NVQ Level 3 (or equivalent). 
· PA1, PA2 & PA6 spraying certificates. 
· [image: Leyton Orient Fc Logo PNG (Transparent) SVG AI – Free Download]Experience working within a professional sports environment. 
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